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A Comparative Analysis of “Self-Sufficiency” of Japanese Economy

UDA, Kenjiro : Rissho University

In 2011, Japanese trade balance went into the red. According to Trade Statistics, it is for the first time
in 31 years since 1980. To Balance of Payments, it is 48 years since 1963. In addition, due to the Great
East Japan Earthquake and the strong yen in 2011, accelerating of “hollowing out” is concerned.
However, structural change of trade and industry has been advanced since around 1990 and it became
obvious by these events.

To indicate such structural change, this article presents a new method that is based on Skyline Analysis.
This method shows independency, self-sufficiency and changes in the characteristics of economic block.
In order to analyze the change in Japanese economic structure, I have a comparison among Japan, U.S.
and Germany.

The result shows the international specialization in these countries is promoted respectively.
Therefore, only import is increasing and export is decreased in U.S. and “Self-Sufficiency” ratio of most
industries are nearly zero or negative. It indicates that without relation with domestic industries,
international company doesn’t bring wealth to the country which belongs. It reacknowledged us when
we discuss national structure, we should also consider industrial relation in domestic country, not only
benefit of a company.

Meanwhile, the international specialization is accelarated in German. Nevertheless, Self-sufficiency
ratio is inceased. The international specialization does well for domestic economic structure in German.

There is some helpful information for Japanese economy.
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